
Bellower	on	the	Branch
for	solo	cello

(2020)

Words	and	Music
by	Nick	Main



Commissioned	by	Musaics	of	the	Bay
Audrey	Vardanega,	director

Virtual	premiere	August	31,	2020
by	John	Lee

Duration:	~5'

i



as	you	eyed	the	sublime
while	we	watched	the	sunrise

i	thought	about	the	view	from	the	window

a	tree	outside	is	really	unremarkable	except	that
i	can	almost	reach	it	if	i	stick	my	hand	out

through	the	frigid	air

there's	not	much	to	admire,
catching	spiders	is	easier	than	birds
and	the	buntings	haven't	come	yet

last	year's	nest	
fell	into	the	bellows

back	in	May

but	i'll	still	sponge	this	pane
dwelling

biding	the	birds
until	we	sleep	like	snails

~

A	minute	life	subsides
The	window's	broken	and
I've	built	my	 rst	bird	box

And	they've	come
Curled		together		and

We've	took	notice	listening
And	i'm	walking	out	on	you	and

The	wind	doesn't	bother	me	anymore
but

in	the	heat
they	begin	to	whither

teetering	on	a	weak	branch

ii
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